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Good morning Mr. Chairman and members of the Judiciary Committee. My name is Charles 

Crenshaw. I live in Bloomfield, Connecticut, and I’m a member of the Connecticut Alimony 

Reform organization, also known as CTAR. 

 

First, I want to thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak this morning in support of 

House Bill 6927. Some of you may recognize me from previous year’s of testimony in support of 

legislation aimed at reforming Connecticut’s alimony laws. It’s always a pleasure to be here and 

speak to you. 

 

As I said, I’m here today to speak in support of House Bill 6927 concerning revisions to alimony 

statures.  Although this bill covers several areas, the language regarding the possible termination 

of alimony once a payer retires is very near and dear to me. As such, I am in strong support of 

the passage of this bill even though, in my opinion, the language is not strong enough to fully 

support the termination of alimony after retirement. However, I realize that goals are achieved 

one step at a time. The issue of alimony payments after one retires clearly needs to be addressed, 

and this bill is a much needed step in the right direction.  

 

If I am referring to the section properly, it is Section 4 Section 46b-86 paragraph (2)(A). Let me 

paraphrase the salient points: 

  

If the party paying periodic alimony files a motion to modify the payment of alimony on the 

ground that such party is retired and has attained the age of sixty-five, the burden of proving that 

such alimony should not be modified shall be on the party receiving alimony. 

  



This addresses the situation of many alimony payers. In my specific case, I am approaching  71 

years of age, I’m retired and I’m still paying periodic alimony which only terminates upon my 

death or my ex-spouse’s death. Obviously, in retirement I am living on a fixed and reduced 

income. My ex-spouse was awarded half of my pension. Thus, from my reduced pension, I must 

continue to pay alimony.  

 

Put another way, my ex-spouse enjoys a financial benefit from my retirement.  She is now 

collecting alimony and half of my pension. She was also awarded half of my 401K savings.  

 

I could give some specific dollar amounts acquired over time; however, suffice it to say, in my 

opinion, my ex-spouse has been adequately compensated, and has a secure financial future now 

that I have retired. It is now time that I be allowed to secure my financial future by the 

elimination of alimony; hence, my support of this bill. 

 

In summary, thank you again for allowing me to speak today, and I strongly urge you to support 

and pass House Bill 6927. 
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